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“We see
many

projects.
Most are very
good, but this

was the
cream of the

crop.”
John Bendel,

Federal Home Loan Bank HSC’s Renovation Efforts
Acclaimed

cont. on back

Dr. Dennis Nebel
explains the stages of the
Grant St. renovation and
the funding that has been
acquired through various
grants.

On October 24, the Human Services Center of
New Castle provided a status report on its efforts
to renovate six buildings in the Historic North Hill
District of New Castle. The update was provided
at a meeting for the general community and
members of the media.

Dr. Dennis Nebel, the executive director of
Human Services Center, explained that in June the
Center had purchased five buildings on the north
side of E. Grant and
a corner property on
Highland Avenue.
The properties will
b e  u s e d  f o r
professional offices,
a drop-in center for
Center clients, and
long term housing
for mentally ill
adults who are
homeless.

Nebel noted that the Center accessed funding
from a variety of sources. Funds from the public
sector include grants from HUD and Pennsylvania
Department of Community and Economic
Development. The Center was also successful in
receiving funds from a number of foundations
including the Almira Foundation, the
Caroline Knox Memorial Trust Fund, the

“These funds
represent our

commitment to
the community...”

Stephen Gurgovits,
President, First National

Bank of Pennsylvania

Mary Hillman Jennings Foundation, and the
FirstMerit Bank corporate fund.

At the meeting Stephen Gurgovits, the president
of First National Bank (FNB) of Pennsylvania, also
announced that FNB was providing a $300,000
low interest loan for this project. “These funds
represent our commitment to the community and,
in particular, our interest in providing resources to
address the needs of low income individuals and
families,” stated Gurgovits.

John Bendel, the director of community
investment for the Federal Home Loan Bank
(FHLB) of Pittsburgh, announced that the FHLB
had approved a $60,000 Affordable Housing
Program grant for the development of six housing
units for the mentally ill clients of the Center.
Bendel explained that the housing units will be
structured as a housing cooperative which will
provide opportunities for residents to have a sense

of home ownership
by acquiring equity

in their units. An


