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    In May, the Human Services
Center began providing mental
health services to residents of
Beaver County. HSC’s
Executive Director, Dennis
Nebel, Psy.D., stated that the
Center is now a regular
provider of behavioral health
services. HSC is providing
children’s psychiatric services

and outpatient counseling several days a week in
office space provided by Drug and Alcohol
Services of Beaver Valley. “We have a reciprocal
agreement with DASBV. They have the option
of providing substance abuse services at our North
Street location or at the Uni-Center in Ellwood
City. In exchange, they provide office space to
HSC at the Vanport location,” said Nebel.

On May 21, the Human Services
Center hosted a meeting to discuss
approaches to preventing violence
in the schools. Superintendents
from each school district in
Lawrence County were in
attendance as well as State
Representative Frank LaGrotta and
U.S. Representative Melissa Hart.

One of the objectives of the
meeting was to discuss the violence
prevention program that HSC
introduced in the Ellwood City
School System in September of
1999. The purpose of the program
was not only to reduce violence,
but also promote positive mental
health and decrease the risk of drug
and alcohol use. This pilot program
was funded by a
$40,000 DCED
Grant with the help
of Representative
Frank LaGrotta.
Curriculum for this
program was based
o n  r e c o m -
mendations of The
C o m m o n w e a l t h
Student Assistance Performance Report and a needs
assessment done by the Student Assistance Team.
Peer Leadership students at Lincoln High School also
helped in the process.
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Dan Barnes, Director of HSC’s Student Assistance Program,
discusses the violence prevention program with Dr. Dennis Nebel
and U.S. Rep. Melissa Hart.

   Dan Barnes, who is the
Director of HSC’s Student
Assistance Program, was
r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e
implementation of the
program. He noted that
while HSC received and
administered the grant for
this project, it was a

collaborative effort of the community. Those involved
included: Katherine Trepasso, a mental health therapist
from the Human Services Center, a Prevention

The Beaver County Mental Health/Mental
Retardation office has supported HSC’s venture
in Beaver County. Al Dahma, the Administrator
of Beaver County’s MH/MR programs noted that
he welcomed another provider of mental health
services. “I’m pleased that HSC is providing
mental health services in Beaver County. It’s an
expansion of the network of providers that will
provide residents with another choice for mental
health care,” stated Dahma.

Plans for the Future
Dr. Robert Marcus, HSC’s Clinical director,

indicated that the Center will also be offering a
partial hospitalization program for adolescents in
Beaver County. “We met with school
administrators in Beaver County to solicit their
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“(We) give them valuable
information and skills they can
use to avoid becoming involved
in dangerous situations.”

Dr. Dennis Nebel

“Salute to
Courage”
Recipient
Tom Boni, the
Director  of
HSC’s Drop-In
Center, will
r e c e i v e  a
“ S a l u t e  t o
C o u r a g e ”
award from St.
F r a n c i s
Hospital. The
annual “Salute to Courage” award
is given to individuals who have
made a contribution to the
community despite dealing with a
“personal challenge.” For Tom
Boni, his personal challenge was
schizophrenia, which was first
diagnosed in 1976. In 1992, after
years of struggling with delusions
and the auditory hallucinations
associated with schizophrenia,
Tom’s life began to improve. He
enrolled in Slippery Rock
University, and in 1996, received
a degree in marketing. He is
engaged and is employed as the
manager of “The Next Step,” a
drop-in center for individuals with
mental illness. In that capacity,
Tom is available to our more
seriously mentally ill clients –
offering guidance and hope for
their own personal struggles with
mental illness.

The Salute to Courage Dinner
will be held on October 17 at the
New Englander. For tickets to the
dinner, call Peggy Plonka at the
St. Francis Foundation office,
724-656-6066.

Tom Boni


