
Update
Summer 2004

Vol. 4, No. 2

130 W. North St.
New Castle, PA 16101

hsc
Human Services Center
Professionals in Behavioral Health Care

1211 Wilmington Ave.
New Castle, PA 16101

The Human Services Center received two awards
from the National Association of Housing and
Redevelopment Officials (NAHRO) for its Grant
Street project. The Mid-Atlantic Regional Office
of NAHRO which represents Pennsylvania, New
York, Maryland, New Jersey, and the District of
Columbia gave an “Award of Excellence” to the
Center. The Center also received a “National Award
of Merit” at NAHRO’s convention in Detroit,
Michigan. As a result of receiving the “Award of
Merit,” the Center was also considered for a
NAHRO “Award of Excellence.” Nationally, there
were a total of 23 winners of the “Award of
Excellence” which included
the Human Services Center.

In 2003, the Human
Services Center purchased
five blighted and abandoned
buildings on the north side of
the one-hundred block of East
Grant Street and another
building on the corner of East Grant Street and
Highland Avenue. Over the course of 12 months,
the Center utilized a variety of funding sources to

On May 18th, approximately 25 people attended
a seminar that addressed the need for suicide
awareness and prevention. Among those in
attendance were representatives from the Crisis
Shelter, Contact Ears, high
school and college students,
clergy members, and most
importantly, husbands, wives,
and children of victims of
suicide. The meeting’s goal was
twofold: first, to encourage an
understanding of what leads one
to suicide; secondly, to form a
support group for the friends and family members
of suicide victims called Loss of a Loved One to
Suicide which meets every Tuesday at 7:00 p.m.
for eight weeks beginning May 25th, at Human

Services Center.
Sara Murdock was prompted to start Loss of a

Loved One to Suicide after losing her 18 year old son
to suicide on April 29, 2003. “Our goal is to utilize

group therapy in combination with
grief counseling to clarify the
common stigmas associated with
suicide,” said Murdock. Murdock
added that they want to spread
suicide awareness through every
group member and to the overall
community. “We plan to make
presentations to service clubs and

other organizations to make people aware of suicide
and how suicides can be prevented,” noted Murdock.

Dan Barnes, MSW, the director of the Center’s

“Being connected to
someone who cares and
empathizes...can be a key
factor in helping that
individual get the help
they need.”

“I’m obviously
pleased that

we have
received

regional and
national

recognition for
our Grant

Street
Project.”

Dennis W. Nebel, Psy.D.
Director, HSC

HSC Receives
Regional and
National Award
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