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HSC Completes 7th Building

“Society gains
little from

incarcerating
offenders with
mental illness

in environments
that are, at

best, counter-
therapeutic.”

Mark Fellows, Warden,
Lawrence County Jail
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Somewhere between
two and three hundred
thousand men and women
in U.S. prisons suffer from
mental disorders,
including such serious
illnesses as schizophrenia,
bipolar disorder, and major
depression. Yet across the
nation, many prison
mental health services are
woefully deficient,
crippled by understaffing,
insufficient facilities, and
limited programs. All too
often seriously mentally
ill prisoners receive little
or no meaningful
treatment. They are
neglected, accused of
malingering, and treated
as disciplinary problems.

“Without the necessary
care, mentally ill prisoners

suffer painful symptoms and their condition can
deteriorate. They are afflicted with delusions,
hallucinations, debilitating fears, and extreme and

The Human Services Center held an open house
on December 10th to celebrate the acquisition and
renovation of 302 North Mercer Street. Dr. Dennis
Nebel, HSC’s executive director, noted that this
property which is located on
the corner of E. Grant Street
and N. Mercer Street was the
last property HSC wanted to
acquire to complete its Grant
Street initiative. “The Human
Services Center now owns all
seven properties on East Grant
Street including the corner
properties on Highland Avenue
and North Mercer Street,” said
Nebel. He added that it was
important that HSC acquire the
North Mercer Street property
in order to protect its
investment in the adjacent
properties and to create additional office space for
its growing staff. “With the additional office space
that will be available on Mercer Street the Center
will have a total of 52 staff members at the Grant

Street location,” stated Nebel.
Edna LaMont, HSC’s architect for this project,

indicated that a primary objective in her plans was
to recapture some of the design features of the

building. “As a late Victorian
house there were decorative
elements of the structure that
were not apparent because of
the monochromatic color of
the exterior. By choosing a
color for the body of the
building along with trim and
accent colors we were able to
expose these features,” said
LaMont. She added that the
interior was also renovated in
a manner that was sensitive
to the building’s historical
qualities. “We were fortunate
that most of the interior

features were intact and in very good shape; it was
just a matter of cleaning the woodwork and choosing
interior finishes that reflected the era of the building,”
stated LaMont.

“Jails and prisons have
become ‘de-facto’
psychiatric hospitals.
While psychiatric
hospitals have all but
disappeared, prisons have

proliferated. Across the country, there are
three times more mentally ill people
languishing in prison than there are being
treated in hospitals. Unfortunately, many
offenders with mental illness leave prison
no better than when they entered, and in
some instances, much worse.”

– Matthew T. Mangino,
Lawrence County District Attorney

HSC now owns all seven properties on East
Grant St. which include the corner properties
on Highland Ave. and North Mercer St.
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