
the proposal to the USDA. According
to Smith, the funding from the USDA
is part of their Rural Business
Enterprise Grant (RBEG) program.
“The RBEG funds will be used to
establish a client-run cooperative
which will be responsible for
implementing a variety of rural
business ventures,” said Smith. He
added that up to 25 individuals with
a variety of  developmental
disabilities will be involved in these
business activities. “Some of the
business ventures will include
making wood furniture, raising
vegetables, cultivating flowers,
selling mulch and compost, and
engaging in various cottage
industries,” stated Smith.

According to Cheryl Cook, the
State Director of Rural Development,
the Rural Business Enterprise Grant
program is intended to increase
employment opportunities in rural
areas. She noted that over the next
three years, the Westfield project,

utilize USDA funds for the Westfield
project,” stated Klink.

Roger Smith, the Director of
Community Services for HSC, wrote
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Congressman Klink Announces

Human Services Center Receives
USDA Grant for Westfield

Congressman Klink

ongressman Ron Klink
announced that the U.S.
Department of Agriculture
has approved a grant of

$98,450 to the Human Services Center
(HSC) in New Castle, Pa. According
to Klink, the grant will be used to
develop vocational activities at
Westfield which is a farm-based
p r o g r a m  f o r  a d u l t s  w i t h
developmental disabilities. “I am
pleased to make this announcement.
The Westfield program is an
innovative approach to providing
rural employment opportunities for
developmentally disabled adults. The
Human Services Center should be
commended for having the vision to

Residents of Westfield, through work on the farm and their participation in the
community, become productive citizens.

C

cont. on page 2

“The Westfield program is
an innovative approach to
providing rural
employment opportunities
for developmentally
disabled adults.”

“The Human Services
Center should be
commended for having
the vision to utilize USDA
funds for Westfield.”

Congressman Klink


