
his MSW degree from Rutgers
University and his M.Div. from the
Princeton Theological Seminary.  He
is a licensed social worker in
Pennsylvania. Shoukry Matta, M.D.,
is the medical director of HSC and
will provide psychiatric consultation
to PPI.

Overall clinical supervision for
this practice will be provided by Rev.
Randall Hoedeman, Ph.D.

Hoedeman is the director of
pastoral counseling at the Pittsburgh
Pastoral Institute.  He is ordained in
the Reformed Church in America, an
AAPC Fellow, a clinical member and
approved supervisor in the American
Association for Marriage and Family
Therapy, a member of the Academy
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collaborative relationship
between the Human Services
Center and the
P i t t s b u r g h

Pastoral Institute has
resulted in the creation
of a pastoral counseling
program in Lawrence
County.   Pas tora l
counsel ing is  now
offered in the Temple
Building, 125 E. North
Street in New Castle.
Reverend Andrew Jillson
is the pastor of the
N o r t h m i n s t e r
Presbyterian Church and
also served as the immediate past
president of the New Castle
Ministerial Fellowship.  He has been
a strong advocate for establishing a
local pastoral counseling program.
"As a minister, I am frequently
approached by individuals who are
seeking counseling and would prefer
that the focus of the counseling
incorporate principles of their faith.
I'm pleased the Human Services
Center has been able to establish this
service with the Pittsburgh Pastoral
Institute," said Jillson.

The Human Services Center
became involved in this program
following a request from trustees of
the Caroline Knox Memoral Trust
Fund who were interested in
supporting the creation of a local
pastoral counseling program.  Roger
Smith, the director of community
services for HSC, developed a
proposal for such a program
following a series of meetings with
representatives from the Pittsburgh

A

New service integrates behavioral sciences with faith issues

Pastoral Counseling Office Opens
Pastoral Institute.  "The subsequent
funding that was provided by the

Caroline Knox Memorial
Trust Fund enabled us to
pay for the start-up costs
associated with this project,"
said Smith.
 Dr. Dennis Nebel, the
executive director of HSC,
stated that the Center's
involvement in this project
stemmed from its interest
in expanding the "network
of helping professionals"
and in offering another
choice to individuals
seeking behavioral health

services.  "While the Human
Services Center is the major provider
of outpatient mental health services,
we nonetheless recognize the need
to create options for individuals.
I'm particularly pleased that the
local clergy have a pastoral
counseling option that they can offer
to their parishioners,"  stated Nebel.
 He added that HSC will continue
to collaborate with PPI on
programmatic and, if requested,
clinical issues.

Pastoral counseling services are
being offered by Joanne Wilson and
Paul Frederick. Wilson is a licensed
professional counselor and received
her Master of Arts degree in pastoral
counseling.  She was a staff therapist
with the Professional Pastoral
Counseling Institute of Cincinnati
for 5 years and has also worked in
the Human Services Center's Family
Based program.  Paul Frederick is
t h e  p a s t o r  o f  M o u n t v i l l e
Presbyterian Church and received

Dr. Frederick Frese, the keynote speaker at HSC's 35th
anniversary dinner, receives a hug from Karen Powell,
a Janssen Pharmaceutical representative.  Ms. Powell
traveled from Erie to hear Frese's talk at the Center's
35th anniversary dinner held on November 26th.  More
than 350 people attended the dinner.
Photo reprinted with permission from Tiffany Wolfe, New Castle News

HSC’s 35th Anniversary
Big Success!!


